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Innovations

Topical use of a saturated solution of sodium chloride 
salt for hemostasis for minor dermatosurgical procedure
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PROBLEM

Hemostasis plays a critical and major role in all dermatosurgical procedures.[1] However, during 
procedure, bleeding makes the site messy, hinders proper visualization of the site, and makes the 
procedure time consuming. For proper hemostasis, aluminum chloride, oxidized cellulose, silver 
nitrate, and porcine gelatins. Microfibrillary collagen, fibrin, thrombin, hemocoagulase, etc., 
are also used.[2] Moreover, the availability, local irritation, and cost of these are major concerns, 
leading to their limited use.

SOLUTION

We tried to overcome the problem using table salt sodium chloride (NaCl) in a novel way 
as cost-effective, readily available hemostatic gent. It works as a sclerosing and osmotic agent 
that makes the bleeding site hemostatic and dry. To get saturated solution of table salt (NaCl), 
it is dissolved in distilled water in a 1:2  w/v ratio, and this solution is kept and used as a 
hemostatic agent. During a small superficial routine dermatological procedure, the solution 
is applied at the bleeding site with a cotton bud [Video 1]. In this way, multiple lesions can be 
cut or curetted in a single sitting without delay and difficulty [Figure 1a-c]. The lesions heal in 
7–10 days without significant side effects. There is no complaint of secondary bacterial growth 
at the treated site.
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Video 1: The hemostatic agent is being applied on the curetted 
multiple dermatosis papulosa nigra.
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Figure 1: (a-c) The curettage of a seborrheic keratosis with better 
hemostasis.
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