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Pediculosis pubis under the lens
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A 30-year-old man presented to our clinic with history of multiple, small, and black insects
crawling out of his umbilicus. On examination, his umbilicus was clean. However, we found
numerous crab lice attached to the base of his pubic hair. We did not observe any macula
ceruleae. Microscopy (x10) demonstrated the presence of crab lice with three pairs of short
and jointed legs [Video 1 and Figure 1]. We made a diagnosis of pediculosis pubis based on the
clinical history and examination findings. We prescribed permethrin 1% cream application over
*Corresponding author: the affected areas followed by washing it 10 min later. The treatment was repeated after 10 days
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Figure 1: Crab lice with three pairs of short and jointed
legs.
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which is shortened and vestigial.
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