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A 45-year-old male presented with lesions over his lower back for eight days. Village healer 
applied cotton buds soaked in the milk of cotton plant on the back for backache (calotropis 
extract-resinols, cardiac poisons, and calcium oxalate). He lit them and applied turmeric paste. 
Figure 1a shows multiple ulcers of size 1 × 1 cm with a central yellowish slough, regular margins, 
and raised borders. Capsule amoxicillin + clavulanic acid 625  mg thrice daily with topical 
fusidic acid cream twice for 7 days was started. Later, a tablet of pantoprazole 40 mg with tablet 
prednisolone 30 mg was given which was tapered by 10 mg every 2 days. Complete healing after 
7 days was seen [Figure 1b].

Quackery is due to a lack of health education and blind superstitions. Reporting and taking 
action against them is crucial.[1] Education on common dermatological entities is the first step in 
raising awareness.[2]
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Figure  1: (a) Multiple infected ulcers with regular and raised 
borders and central slough over the lower back. (b) Healed ulcers 
with post-inflammatory hyperpigmentation.

ba

https://dx.doi.org/10.25259/CSDM_216_2024


Divater, et al.: Burnt for the cure – A case of quackery-induced ulcers

CosmoDerma 2025 • 5(36)  |  2

Ethical approval: The Institutional Review Board approval is not 
required.
Declaration of patient consent: The authors certify that they have 
obtained all appropriate patient consent.
Financial support and sponsorship: Nil.
Conflicts of interest: There are no conflicts of interest.
Use of artificial intelligence (AI)-assisted technology for 
manuscript preparation: The authors confirm that there was no 
use of artificial intelligence (AI)-assisted technology for assisting 
in the writing or editing of the manuscript and no images were 
manipulated using AI.

REFERENCES

1.	 Bonde P, Madke B, Kar S, Prasad K, Yadav N, Sonkusale P. 
Dermatoses due to quackery: A  case snippet and concise 
review of literature. Indian J Dermatol 2016;61:75-7.

2.	 Sheth N, Nair PA. Contact dermatitis due to quackery. Indian J 
Dermatol 2017;62:669-70.

How to cite this article: Divater GG, Jain S, Yadav AD. Burnt for the 
cure – A case of quackery-induced ulcers. CosmoDerma. 2025;5:36.  
doi: 10.25259/CSDM_216_2024

https://dx.doi.org/10.25259/CSDM_216_2024

