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Nicolau syndrome
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A 55-year-old woman presented with a sudden onset, painful, large violaceous patch with sharp
angulated margins and reticulate pattern over a the left side of the body which started 2 days after
an intramuscular injection of diclofenac [Figure 1].

Nicolau syndrome is a rare cutaneous drug reaction which occurs at the site of an intramuscular
drug injection. The patient experiences severe pain around the injection site immediately after
injection which is then rapidly followed by erythema, a livedoid reticular patch, or a hemorrhagic
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arterial injection.!
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Figure 1: A large violaceous patch with sharp angulated margins and reticulate pattern spreading over the
left side of the body including the chest, trunk, abdomen, and thigh.
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