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Dear Sir,

In the academic publishing world, the line between invitations and advertisements has become
increasingly blurred. Many open-access journals are now sending what they call “invitations” to
researchers, urging them to submit their work. However, a closer look reveals that these so-called
invitations are nothing more than thinly veiled advertisements, designed to attract submissions.!"

An invitation in academic publishing refers to a formal request extended to an individual or a
group to contribute to a journal, conference, or special issue. An advertisement is a promotional
message aimed at a broad audience to attract submissions, participation, or engagement.

However, many of the journals are using the term “invitation” in the email subject. At first glance,
these emails may appear to be personalized and professional, often addressing researchers by
name and referencing their past work.”?) However, the true intent becomes clear when the message
quickly shifts to the article processing charge (APC) required on acceptance. This situation can
be compared to a birthday invitation with a hidden asterisk, where the invitee only later discovers
that they must pay to enjoy the party [Figure 1]!

Early-career researchers are particularly vulnerable to misleading invitations from open-access
journals. With the pressure to publish and limited experience in navigating the publishing
landscape, they may perceive such invitations as recognition of their work rather than as
promotional tactics. This can lead them to submit their research to journals with either
questionable credibility or one with high APC, potentially affecting their academic reputation
and or investing a huge amount, respectively.

Many times, journals may send a “call for papers” of a thematic issue or send an email regarding a
new journal as an advertisement. However, that email should not have a subject with “invitation”
if they process the manuscript with standard APC. At the same time, researchers must remain
vigilant. Not every email that lands in your inbox with the word “invitation” is a genuine
invitation. And always check the credibility and APC of the journal before making any decision.®

To check credibility, verify whether the journal is indexed in recognized databases such
as PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science, EMBASE, or Directory of Open Access Journals as
questionable journals often lack such accreditation.”) Genuine invitations typically come from
well-established editors, often detailing why a researcher’s work aligns with the journal’s focus.
A generic email lacking specific references to the researcher’s contributions should raise red
flags. In addition, while the sloppy language of email and overpraising the contribution may be
characteristics of predatory journal invitations, professional email may come from journals that
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Mondal: Journal disguises advertisement as an invitation

You are invited to
my birthday party. It
would be honor to
have you there.

Please come*

*To have food, §i~
Yyou need to gift | |
me $2500

Figure 1: An analogy between a birthday invitation that unexpectedly requires payment and a
deceptive journal invitation. (Image credit: Ahana Aarshi and Sarika Mondal).

charge high APC."! Checking the quality of websites, and
recently published articles and reviewing editorial board
members can provide insights into its credibility. If still
confusion persists, early-career researchers may always seek
help from senior authors.
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