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Innovations

A simple technique for procuring atraumatic forceps and 
mosquito hemostat
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PROBLEM

Incision and extraction are used to treat a variety of skin conditions, including molluscum 
contagiosum, calcinosis cutis, and senile comedones. However, manual extraction with fingers for 
evacuation of the contents after incision looks to be a messy affair. Extraction on soft skin tissue 
with metallic dissecting forceps might cause skin injury.[1-3] Dissecting forceps intubated with a 
ball pen refill polytube[4] have been used for extraction of comedones which may not be effective 
for calcinosis cutis on the scrotum. Furthermore, due to the cylindrical shape and tiny diameter of 
the refill polytube, it does not fit in the tips of a dissecting forceps and mosquito hemostat.

SOLUTION

Atraumatic forceps are the solution to the delicate tissue injury produced during extraction. We 
used a disposable micropipette to procure the forceps. The hub of the tip, that is, the proximal 
end of the micropipette tip, is cut off and discarded. The tube is placed over the hemostat tips 
from the cut end. The extra length of the tube is trimmed off. The remaining polytube tip is used 
to intubate the dissecting or Jeweler’s forceps [Figure 1a and b, Video 1]. Following that, the 
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Video-1: Procuring atraumatic forceps and hemostats with the use 
of a disposable micropipette tips.
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atraumatic incision and extraction of the aforementioned 
lesions can be performed using these intubated hemostats 
and forceps [Figure 2a-d]. As a result, this easily accessible 
atraumatic instrument is useful for removing lesions from 
delicate and loose skin without causing tissue damage or 
ecchymosis. However, extracting a very tiny size on tense 
skin or extremely huge lesions might be challenging. Large 
or flat forceps can be intubated with rubber tubes and finger 
gloves to help in the extraction of bigger lesions.
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Figure 1: (a and b) Micropipette 
tip is used to procure 
atraumatic mosquito hemostat 
and dissecting forceps.
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Figure 2: (a-d) Molluscum contagiosum on the thigh 
(a), is being enucleated with atraumatic forceps (b), the 
enucleated or extracted pearly white molluscum content 
on the forceps (c), and the lesion after enucleation of 
molluscum body (d) a molluscum contagiosum content 
is extracted atraumatically using intubated forceps.
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